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Screenwriting Guru’s ‘NUTSHELL TECHNIQUE’ 

Gives Radically Different Method to Create Top-notch Screenplays

Jill Chamberlain’s new how-to book builds on years of success 

with The Screenplay Workshop instructional series

Austin, TEXAS — Screenwriting guru Jill Chamberlain is a sought-after script doctor, story consultant

and writing coach, and with her new book, The Nutshell Technique: Crack the Secret of Successful

Screenwriting (University of Texas Press, March 2016), she adds author to that list. The Nutshell
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Technique was instantly an Amazon #1 Hot New Release in screenwriting and continues to garner a

strong response in that category along with rave reviews.

Great stories can be elusive for even seasoned writers. In this radically different guide Chamberlain

utilizes the methods she perfected while teaching more than 1,000 students in The Screenplay

Workshop (thescreenplayworkshop.org), her successful group and individual coaching program. Those

wishing to experience Chamberlain’s knowledge up close and in person can enroll now in the

program’s summer session, which begins the week of May 23, in either a five-week Fundamentals

workshop or a ten-week Master Class. 

After breaking down core story ingredients such as protagonists and their central flaws, she

demonstrates the mechanics of why popular and classic films succeed in their storytelling. She

examines 30 classic and contemporary films, including Casablanca, Pulp Fiction and Little Miss

Sunshine, distilling them down to their essential components and showing what storytelling elements

they have in common. In identifying these elements, the Nutshell Technique is designed to help writers

avoid a common stumbling block in screenwriting: writing a script based around a situation or a few

clever plot points rather than a story that will captivate viewers 

“I discovered in my work as script doctor that 99 percent of first-time screenwriters failed to tell a

story,” Chamberlain said. “I created the Nutshell Technique to give writers a straightforward, visual

means to identify whether or not they had all the elements required to successfully tell a story.” 

Students who have completed Chamberlain’s workshops or received individual training have optioned

and sold screenplays, secured management and representation, and have seen their work made into

award-winning feature films. Urging from those students moved Chamberlain to write the book to

share her knowledge with a wider audience, with one student even going so far as to bring her work to

the attention of University of Texas Press. 

Colleagues from the brightest corners of Hollywood have praised Chamberlain’s Nutshell Technique,

which is rooted in the elements of storytelling first developed by Aristotle more than 2,000 years ago. 

Glenn Gers, a writer and director of more than a dozen films and television series, said, “The Nutshell

Technique: Crack the Secret of Successful Screenwriting is a book you can begin working from

immediately. It delivers on its promise: a detailed, focused, ferociously practical method for structuring

a screenplay. It doesn’t let you get distracted, it doesn’t let you off the hook: it helps you get the work

done. Constructing a solid movie story is all about defining choices and then sticking to them, and

author Jill Chamberlain shows you exactly how to do that.” 

The Nutshell Technique: Crack the Secret of Successful Screenwriting is available on Amazon and in

bookstores everywhere.

Follow Jill Chamberlain , Founding Director, The Screenplay Workshop

thescreenplayworkshop.org

jillchamberlain.com
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facebook/jillchamberlainauthor

https://twitter.com/jillchamberlain

Watch the book trailer

For a review copy, digital art and to schedule an interview, please contact:

Jill McGuckin, 512.217.9404, jill@mcguckinpr.com
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